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INSTRUCCIONES GENERALES Y CALIFICACION

Después de leer atentamente el texto y las cuestiones, responda EN INGLES a las cinco preguntas.

Las preguntas 1, 4 y 5 ofrecen optatividad: la pregunta 1 presenta 3 cuestiones para elegir 2, la pregunta
4 presenta 6 oraciones para elegir 4 y la pregunta 5 ofrece 2 opciones para elegir solo 1. En aquellos
casos en los que se conteste a mas opciones de las pedidas, se corregiran solo aquellas que estén en
primer lugar, descartando el resto.

TIEMPO Y CALIFICACION: 90 minutos. Las preguntas 1, 2 y 4 se calificaran sobre 2 puntos cada una,
la pregunta 3 sobre 1 punto y la pregunta 5 sobre 3 puntos.

How England Forgot Its First King

During his lifetime, the first king of England was a well-known figure across Europe, but over the
centuries, he has been almost forgotten by history. For a king who achieved so much, Athelstan
remains a very mysterious person. (The “/”, by the way, is pronounced like the “a” in catf). Around
1,100 years ago, he united several small kingdoms, each with different cultures and identities, to
create what we now call England. He also set trends, becoming the first English monarch to wear
a crown—a tradition that continues today. However, despite his importance, he has been strangely
absent from most history books. It is time to remember this monarch better, argues David
Woodman, a professor of history at the University of Cambridge and author of a new biography of
FEthelstan. A closer look at his reign reveals some interesting lessons about what it means to be
English.

FAEthelstan’s story, for example, challenges the old idea that England began as a single, uniform
culture, says Woodman. It is a misunderstanding that still appears today, but the truth was very
different. “England was actually a very diverse place in the early 10th century. | always think about
Fthelstan’s royal assemblies, where people came from many different kingdoms within Britain, and
from Europe. They spoke a mix of languages—OIld Welsh, Old Norse, Old English, Latin,” he
explains. In addition, Athelstan brought a cosmopolitan spirit to his new kingdom. Today, early
England is often shown as isolated from the rest of Europe, but in reality, Athelstan built strong
connections with other nations in a way earlier kings had not. “He was very connected with the rest
of Europe,” says Woodman. “He married off some of his half-sisters into European royal families
and encouraged scholars from across the continent to visit England.”

After his death, however, /thelstan’s fame quickly disappeared, overshadowed by that of his
grandfather, Alfred the Great. There are many sources about Alfred’s life, including a biography
written during his lifetime by the Welsh monk Asser. These documents help bring Alfred’s character
to life. However, for Athelstan, such sources are missing. A biography of him was written in the
10th century—we know this because a later text mentions it—but the original has not survived.
“That’'s one of the reasons Athelstan is so little known today,” says Woodman. “He just didn't have
a major contemporary biographer writing about his life in the same way his grandfather did.” Despite
having no biographer of his own in his lifetime, historians today are rising to the challenge of piecing
together Athelstan’s life and legacy, and restoring England’s first king to his right place in history.

Adapted from Martha Henriques's “How England Misplaced its First King.” BBC, 29 Sept. 2025.
<https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20250926-why-england-forgot-its-first-king>
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QUESTIONS

1.- Indicate whether TWO of the following statements are True, False or the information is
Not Given in the text (T/F/NG). In true and false cases, copy the complete sentence that
contains the evidence which justifies your answer. No marks are given for only TRUE or
FALSE.

a) /Ethelstan began some royal customs that are still followed today.

b) Athelstan’s wife came from a very wealthy European family.

c) The text about Athelstan’s life written in his time can still be read today.

(Puntuacién méxima: 2 puntos)

2.- In your own words and based on the ideas in the text, answer the following questions.
Do not copy from the text.

a) How did Athelstan improve international relations like no king before? Give two examples.

b) Why is King Alfred better remembered than Athelstan?

(Puntuacién maxima: 2 puntos)

3.- Find the words in the text that mean:
a) famous (paragraph 1)

b) custom (paragraph 1)

¢) manner (paragraph 2)

d) significant (paragraph 3)

e) bringing back (paragraph 3)
(Puntuacién maxima: 1 punto)

4.- Answer FOUR questions (from a to f) of your choice.
Write a new sentence that has the same meaning as the one given. Use the word or
expression in brackets. Do not change the word given.

a) “I'll help you with your homework,” said Tom to me. (offered)
b) “Why don’t we go to the cinema?” asked Sarah. (suggested)

¢) We didn’t complete the task before the deadline. (manage)
Rephrase the sentences beginning with the words given.
d) The weather was too bad for us to go out.

The weather wasn't ... .
e) The film was so boring that we left before the end.

It was such ... .
Complete the following sentence to report what was said.
f) “Where did you buy Peter’s jacket?”

She asked me ... .
(Puntuacién méxima: 2 puntos)

5.- Write between 140 and 180 words on ONE of the following questions.
a) If you could travel back in time, where would you like to go and what would you like to experience?

b) Would you like to live in the Middle Ages? Discuss the advantages and disadvantages.
(Puntuacién maxima: 3 puntos)

El inglés de selectividad tiene patrén. Aprende a verlo.
selectividad.academy - 623 769 002
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